Groves 2011 New Orleans!
Families, Climate, Environment: Change and Interchange

March 14-18 at the Hotel Monteleone, New Orleans

The 2011 Groves Conference will explore the two faces of New Orleans—a world of families living in the aftermath of Katrina and the Gulf oil spill and another world of Mardi Gras, Bourbon Street, and all that jazz.  We also will address the challenges facing families and communities living in an increasingly fragile world (Marvin Sussman’s last wish for a topic).  

Conference Highlights

· Stay at the lovely, family-owned Hotel Monteleone in the French Quarter.

· Examine local and broader environmental issues with families, community leaders, and social and natural scientists.  Included will be updates on life in Alaska 22 years after the Exxon Valdez oil spill (and 10 years after our Alaskan Groves Conference).

· Visit the recently opened exhibit “Living With Hurricanes: Katrina and Beyond” at the Presbytere of the Louisiana State Museum, located across the street from Jackson Square.

Pre-Conference Service Project Opportunity

Engage in a community service opportunity of your choice March 12-14 (the weekend before the conference).  You can stay in the Hotel Monteleone at the same conference rate—and even continue with those rates for the weekend following the conference if you wish.  In the pre-conference evenings, Groves folks will gather at the hotel to share observations and experiences they have garnered while working with, perhaps, the St. Bernard Project (project workers currently are rebuilding homes for senior citizens, people with disabilities, and families who cannot afford to have their homes rebuilt by contractors in the Lower 9th Ward, Chalmette, St. Bernard, and other communities in New Orleans) or in one of the Mary Queen of Vietnam programs in Versailles (in eastern New Orleans) or in another project of their choice.

Post-Conference Trip Into Cajun Country

Join us for the March 18-20 post-conference trip into Cajun Country to visit Lafayette and its environs.  Here we will explore the two faces of rural Louisiana, interacting with local families, learning about the history of those Arcadian families who traveled the Evangeline Trail from Nova Scotia (which we were introduced to at the other end of the Trail during the 1997 Groves Conference in Digby), and considering issues related to the conference theme in this rural coastal environment.  We will take a swamp tour, visit an accordion maker’s workshop in Lafayette, and tour the Tabasco Company, as well as the jungle gardens and bird sanctuary, in Avery Island.  Together we will share good food, dance to Cajun music (dance teachers will be provided), and let the good times roll!
Julia Malia, 2011 Program Chair, jmalia@utk.edu 
Betsy Garrison, New Orleans Local Site Chair

Janice Weber, Lafayette Local Site Chair

To register, go to www.grovesconference.org 

